Localization and morphology of antigen-presenting cells in the adenoid of children with otitis media with effusion.
This study describes the localization of antigen-presenting cells (APC) in the different compartments in adenoids of children with otitis media with effusion (OME) and "healthy" children and adults. It is shown that the adenoid of children with OME contains a relatively high number of OKT6 and RFD1 positive cells. Moreover, accumulations of these cells are present in the extrafollicular areas of these adenoids. Very occasionally dendritic cells in the epithelial microenvironment contain Birbeck granules, indicating characteristic Langerhans cells. These OKT6 positive cells are not seen in the adenoids of the control group. Our results clearly show a relation between the presence of dendritic cells and the occurrence of OME. No differences are seen in localization and morphology of the APC in the studied adenoids.